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Scandal spurs haste to 


Amid backlog of sexual harassment cases, 
legislators hurry to name new watchdog 


By MONIQUE GARCIA 
AND KIM GEIGER 
Chicago Tribune 


SPRINGFIELD — A group of 
state lawmakers is poised to meet 
late Saturday in an effort to choose 
a new ethics watchdog in the 
latest move to try to address the 
ongoing sexual harassment scan- 
dal at the Capitol. 

The panel is set to consider 


former Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Julie B. Porter, according to three 
sources familiar with the decision. 
Porter was part of the prosecution 
team in the Conrad Black fraud 
trial and worked on public corrup- 
tion cases including those that led 
to the conviction of Springfield 
power broker Bill Celleni and 
former Gov. Rod Blagojevich. 
Porter left the U.S. attorney’s 
office in 2016 for private practice 


in Chicago, focusing on criminal 
defense, investigative work and 
employment litigation. 

The Legislative Ethics Com- 
mission will convene in an emer- 
gency session Saturday. If ap- 
proved, the new legislative inspec- 
tor general would be tasked with 
taking on more than two dozen 
ethics complaints that have piled 
up in the three years the post has 
been left vacant. 

Details about the meeting were 
being tightly held. The meeting 
won't be open to the public, will 
convene via phone and comes 


ethics post 


over the weekend when few 
people are paying attention to the 
news as allegations of sexual 
harassment have put a spotlight 
on conduct in Illinois politics. 

Sen. Terry Link, a Democrat 
from Waukegan who chairs the 
panel, confirmed it would meet to 
try to select a temporary inspector 
general. “The term of this office 
ends June of 718, so the person 
would either have to be reap- 
pointed or a new person put into 
place,” Link said. 

If the commission appoints a 
temporary inspector general, the 


full legislature won’t have to vote 
to confirm the pick. Sen. Karen 
McConnaughay, a Republican 
member of the commission from 
St. Charles, said, “My understand- 
ing of the purpose of this individu- 
al is limited to resolving the 
outstanding 27 complaints.” 

The increased attention on the 
obscure legislative post, which has 
not had a full-time appointee since 
June 2014, comes after a public 
hearing in Chicago on Tuesday, 
when a victim rights advocate 
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SPRUCING UP THE LOOP 


Acrane hoists a Norway spruce into place at Millennium Park on Friday night. The 62-foot-tall tree, which 
weighs about 9,500 pounds, was harvested from Grayslake on Thursday. The spruce will be unveiled as the 
city’s Christmas tree at a lighting ceremony Nov. 17. 


Neighbors: Save trees, 
ax Des Plaines project 


Housing development proposed at wooded area 


By ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
Chicago Tribune 


On a wooded lot near Des 
Plaines, 68 oak trees, some esti- 
mated to be 200 years old, tower 
over the landscape. Most are 
destined to be cut down if a 
proposed housing development is 
built — but not if a group of 
concerned neighbors and conser- 
vationists can stop it. 

The site in question is not some 
pristine forest preserve — far from 
it. It’s a weed-strewn 6 acres, 
jammed between power lines and 


railroad tracks, marred by aban- 
doned vehicles and chunks of 
concrete, with the trees hidden 
behind several houses along East 
River Road. 

To conservationists, the trees 
are an increasingly rare vestige of 
the natural world before Europe- 
an settlement transformed the 
Chicago region. 

To builders, it’s a site that would 
benefit greatly from new homes 
and annexation into Des Plaines. 

“The trees are magnificent,” 
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Dems throw 


weight behind 
Raoul for AG 


Quinn snubbed as ‘new faces’ sought 


By RICK PEARSON 
Chicago Tribune 


Cook County Democratic 
leaders on Friday endorsed state 
Sen. Kwame Raoul of Chicago 
for the party’s nomination for 
attorney general in a rebuke to 
former Gov. Pat Quinn, who also 
is seeking the post and asked 
slatemakers to remain neutral. 

The backing of Raoul among 
eight announced candidates 
came in a slating session high- 
lighted by the recurring themes 
of attacking President Donald 
Trump and Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner, as well as ad- 
dressing the simmering sexual 
harassment scandal at the Capi- 
tol. 

The Democrats on the panel 
asked each of the candidates if 
they had ever committed sexual 
harassment. Each said they 
hadn’t. The two women in the 
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State Sen. Kwame Raoul was 
one of the first people to enter 
the Democratic contest. 


field, Highland Park Mayor 
Nancy Rotering and former in- 
dependent city police board ad- 
ministrator Sharon Fairley, both 
said they had experienced har- 
assment. And the county Demo- 
crats approved a resolution con- 
demning sexual harassment, 
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Asia visit a pivotal 
trip amid tensions 


Trump sets off for 
10-day mission on 
trade, security 


By NOAH BIERMAN 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Nearly 
three months after threatening 
to destroy North Korea with 
“fire and fury like the world has 
never seen,” President Donald 
Trump is getting a firsthand look 
at the nations most at risk from 
the nuclear brinkmanship, and 
hearing from leaders on their 
own soil. 

During 10 days in Asia, Trump 
will travel to within 35 miles of 
North Korea, the long-isolated 
nation led by the volatile Kim 
Jong Un, whose nuclear ambi- 
tions have been the most press- 
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Susan Mack stands in a wooded area with oak trees up to 200 years old 
that are threatened by proposed housing near Des Plaines on Friday. 


ing national security concern of 
Trump’s term. 

“North Korea is going to be 
the question that is on everyone’s 
mind,” said Michael J. Green, an 
Asia analyst in the George W. 
Bush administration and now 
senior vice president for Asia 
and Japan at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies. 

That’s for good reason, Green 
continued: “The North Koreans 
are rushing towards the end 
zone — towards the goal line of 
getting nuclear warheads that 
can be mounted on interconti- 
nental ballistic missiles, 
launched at the U.S., survive 
re-entry into the atmosphere, 
and then blow up somewhere.” 

The president landed Friday 
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Bergdahl spared 
prison sentence 


Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl 
was given a dishonorable 
discharge by a military 
judge Friday. In 2009, 
Bergdahl abandoned his 
post in Afghanistan, trig- 
gering a search which left 
fellow soldiers hurt. Na- 
tion & World, Page 5 


TIME TO 
FALL BACK 


Daylight saving time ends at 
2 a.m. Sunday. Turn your 
clocks back one hour when 
you go to bed Saturday. 


Sees Tom Skilling’s forecast High 51 Low 49 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back of Chicago Sports 
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